KOREAN PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
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Why Korean Sounds Change When You Read Aloud

S0 E 22| LHO] ALt TE mf, SXte} CIEH ASEl= BR7t BOIR. 9
0] of[2l7} otL|2f, eh=0f etofl U= AtAAR| 2 22| Het 74| mfF o0l K.
o] XIS ¢, 1712 &ot7|7t W ¢ Yekstn xpH A || FL|C.

When you read or speak Korean aloud, many words don't sound the way they're spelled. This isn't random
— it's because of natural sound-change rules built into the language. Understanding them makes your

reading and speaking far more accurate and natural.
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How batchim sounds move and simplify
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When a syllable starting with 'o"' follows a batchim, the batchim slides over to become that syllable's initial

sound.
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As covered in Episode 1, batchim letters vary, but only 7 sounds are actually pronounced. Let's check with new

examples.
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Read slowly out loud and notice where the batchim sound moves to.
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Consonants influence their neighbors
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Before the nasal sounds 'L' and '0', the batchim ', £, &' change into [0, L, O].
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When 'L" and '2' meet, they both flow together into a smooth '2' sound.
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It looks complex, but the idea is simple — when two sounds meet, they become more alike.
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When sounds get tense or soft
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After certain batchim, the following consonant becomes a tense ("double") sound.
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When 'c' or 'E' is followed by '0|', the tongue touches the palate and softens into a [x/*x]-like sound
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Instead of memorizing the rule, practice saying the example words out loud a few times
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Today's 6 rules at a glance
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