KOREAN PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
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Korean Pronunciation — Where to Start
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Hello! Thank you for your interest in Korea and the Korean language. As a Korean, I'm truly grateful
that you're learning Korean. I've prepared this short pronunciation guide to help you speak Korean

more clearly and confidently.
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Can you make all of these mouth shapes?
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@ with the mouth wide open
Open your mouth
naturally and O
relax your jaw.

:

@ with the lips rounded

Round your lips O
forward gently.
-
3
with the lips
stretched wide P .
Stretch your lips O :.C..-..'...‘

- —— T

herizontally —
\:Nide as possible.
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2207t ol0] O 7|&g M= WAS Felis 7| 2o, M Because pronunciation is a physical skill — and your
22 A2E Y W HAA LAHKE= A S L. first language already shaped the way your lips,

tongue and jaw move. Feeling unfamiliar with a new

sound is completely natural.

M=ES17| ®, & € 371X]| - 3 tips before you start

01 02 03

HES BHAM XSl 25 £2 Hat J0f i
YU 2AS FHolstM 30 IPEEA|! SHYS LHEM R
Check your mouth shape in a mirror. Exaggerate the shape at first. Feel your jaw and throat move.
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It doesn't have to be perfect. For today, just remember these 3 mouth shapes.
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Understanding the Korean syllable structure
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Korean final consonants (batchim) look complex, but only 7 sounds are actually pronounced.
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Every syllable has an initial consonant and a vowel — but the final consonant (batchim) is optional.
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Pronunciation is more than mouth shapes
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Sound linking
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Don't look for a similar sound in your language. Instead, practice creating the Korean sound itself.
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Korean flows syllable by syllable
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Korean doesn't build rhythm around stressed syllables the way English does — instead, each syllable connects at a

fairly even pace.
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